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An Introductory Note for the English Readers

September 2014

The following article was prepared for the Oral presentation at the 31° International Human
Science Research Conference (IHRSC) held at UQAM, the University of Quebec at Montreal on June 25-
29, 2012. The presentation was given orally along with the simultaneous presentation, on the wide screen

of the lecture theater, of the Power Point version of “A4 Picture Book on Phenomenology for Children”. In my

rough, perhaps also wishful, estimate, the participating audience consisted of over 200 participants. To my

great joy, my proposal was warmly welcomed with some encouraging comments. I hope that someday

in the near future, you will be able to enjoy the English version of our Picture Book with your children

and grandchildren. The Call of the article is for inviting and encouraging the participating researchers

to produce their own picture books on phenomenology for both children and adults, in order to make

Phenomenology more accessible and familiar to much wider range of readers than possible now.

Let me thank you for your possible reading of the article.
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A Proposal of a Program :
Writing a Picture Book on Phenomenology for Children A Montreal Program on Phenomenology

This is a proposal of a program: Writing Picture Books on Phenomenology for Children. My personal
life-long task of creating and establishing the Phenomenological Psychology of Education has now to
be entrusted to the future generations, for many reasons. The essence of Education is believed to be
understood, from the perspective of the educator, as “Let us grow together!” [HICHEH T L x5 | ] (F
M & 2 B Enosuke ASHIDA, 1873-1951, a Japanese master teacher), and “Live and let live!” (William
James).The potentiality of positive contribution of Phenomenology and Phenomenological Psychology to
Education is convincing and convinced. However, Phenomenological Psychology seems still to occupy only
a minor status in the world of Psychologies. Phenomenological Psychology today, along with Philosophical
Phenomenology, is perceived, also thought and experienced, as “extremely difficult” by the majority
of common people, including most ordinary psychologists, educators, and parents as well, and should
obviously be much more so by children. The efforts are needed to make Phenomenological Psychology/
Phenomenology more familiar, accessible and understandable to the wider readers and audiences,
including prospective psychologists, teachers and children. I perceive, conceive and believe that writing
picture books for children is one of the best ways for familiarizing Phenomenology to the next generation.

Let me propose a Program: Writing Picture Books on Phenomenology for Children, that is, “Children”
both young and old. The “Erlangen Program” (Felix Klein, 1872) in Geometry is conceived here
as a model of the program proposed. Thus, let me dare to be presumptuous to call the Program as
“Montreal Program” in Phenomenology. Perspectives of “TROLL” (Teachers, Researchers, Observers
and Learners/Children) must carefully be taken into consideration for the project. Differences and
Communalities of the Perspectives, at the least, between/among academic researchers, practicing
teachers and living learners/children, will have to be explicated in details and be incorporated effectively
into the efforts concretely materializing our proposed program. This proposal is intended to be a
Call for participating in actualizing such a program worldwide, whatever the potential writer’s
nationality is.

The Picture Book to be presented here today is intended to be an attempted example of such a
Picture Book for Children.

An Interim Report on Writing a “Picture Book on Phenomenology for Children”

The amateurish Picture Book to be presented here today is a product of my/our first attempt to
create such a work. Hopefully, our challenge to create such a work is never too late. In what follows, let
me give a sort of an interim report on our experiences of writing a proposed book with my reflections
upon these experiences, to invite and encourage the prospective writers/drawers to write/draw on their

OWIl.

Significance of the program

First, the significance of the program must be explicated and be convinced in order to be positive
and clear about where we are heading to. Even though the book is named as “for Children”, it does not
have to be strictly restricted to young children, so far as the readers, possibly including their parents and
even grandparents, are interested in it and are enlightened by the phenomenological wisdom developed
in the Book. Picture Books for Children will naturally be easy enough to be understood by other than
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young children. What is easy for children could be expected to be easy also for grown-ups. Young
children in their naivety could transcend the limited concern of adult interests within which most grown-
ups would usually tend to be confined. The books will also invite all those old “Children young at hearts”,
who are willing to learn and grow up together with their young Children.

Second, the Picture Book for Children must be simple and clear enough to be within
the grasp of young children. Ambiguity covered up and retained by, and/or resulting from,
technicality would be fatal as a Picture Book. The nature of a “Picture” Book may pose some
limitations upon the domain of phenomenological ideas possibly to be presented in it, but
all the limitations should not be intrinsic and will hopefully be overcome by the inventive
ingenuity of prospective authors. What can and cannot be presented in a Picture Book will
raise a new question to be explicated phenomenologically. Besides, writing for Children of
necessity demands a preparatory deep holistic grasp of the essence of the matter, (as Ohe Kk 7L
f&& = HB and Tanigawa % JII & K HB pointed out in a dialogue), thus, the efforts of the authors for
the writing might stimulate themselves to reconsider clearly, deeply and holistically in their
Phenomenological thinking. In other words, the nature of the Picture Book would not remain as just
a simple popularization of given obviously elementary and basic phenomenological ideas, but it could
stimulate their crystallization and thus hopefully even could help advance the cutting-edges of genuine
phenomenological researches. This is partly because it demands the writers to find good concrete
everyday examples to illustrate their points, and also to embody the essential crystal clear insights and
operations of Phenomenology. These examples will prove to be the gems in phenomenology just like
the Carneades episode and the Don Quixote episode beautifully explicated by A. Schutz (1973, 1964).
Boomerang effects on Phenomenology will be neither improbable nor impossible.

Third, the effects of Childhood reading on the life of a reader could be far more, deeper and wider
than what at first appears to be on the surface. The Japanese Psychopathologist Hiroshi Yasunaga (%
7k & ) once emphasized the great significance and effects of childhood reading on himself by saying:
“What I had acquired as my culture (Bildung) after I became an adult is, so to speak, a hair's breadth
better than what I had already learned from my childhood reading of Collected Books for Elementary School
Children” ([ Z o [&%] (GIHET @ XEEPHIETO VNEELSE]) T2 IR0 [HE] 2L
7ov B Z2Ahs RANCL o THLOHBIITVDIEENIZ [EAME 7] dDOITT E v ] 2kt (2002.
P.226)) And, if I may, I am very much tempted to express the same feelings, after nearly 80 years of
my life-long lived-experiences. “The knowledge of a well-educated/cultured person will be defined as the
knowledge of the essences integrated in and acquired through one or a few excellent significant exemplars, i.e.,
the knowledge of the essences that have become “categories” or the grasping (comprehending) forms and
grasping rules of all the accidental empirical facts coming in the future that share the same essences.”
(Max Scheler, The Forms of Knowledge and Culture/Bildung, taken from “Philosophical Weltanschauung /
The Status of Human Being in the Universe”, the passage translated into English from a Japanese translation,
by Akihiro YOSHIDA). ([#FEDO ML X, — 2% LAKD T CHZEREWHEIFNIZ B W TR S vt
G INTAH DA AEZELL ‘T%H%ODZF) 50 2 AN 2 REBRFEE OB CHEIRHA & 20 [

FI)—] b hoAEOHHBOILETHL, LEFRENI D] (p245)) A picture book will mainly
offer the knowledge of essences for the children to become a wo/man of culture (Bildung), rather than to be
a wo/man of knowledge/erudition for controlling and/or working, or a researcher for seeking knowledge, -+ (M.
Scheler, p.253, 260).

Fourth, even within my limited knowledge of the area, some picture books for children of the
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similar nature can be mentioned, such as Delessert, Etienne (1971) with a foreword by Jean Piaget ;
Kohl, Judith and Herbert (1977) ; Nemoto, Susumu (1978) ; Saint-Exupery, Antoine de (1943), just to
mention only a few. I might even add Ihde, Don (1977)’s excitingly enlightening book too. Naturally, the
authors, regardless of whether as a single person or as a group of cooperative persons, would have to
possess the inventive expertise both on phenomenology and on fine arts.

Fifth, expecting the general population to read the books on phenomenology would mean also
expecting the population at least to have some interest in and familiarity with phenomenology, which is
difficult to be hoped for under the present socio-cultural situation. Phenomenology is notoriously reputed
as “extremely difficult” and thus respectfully kept at a distance and practically ignored. The program is
intended to improve this present situation for the better, from the perspectives of phenomenologists and
the prospective readers, children, young and old, all of whom will benefit from the intended improvement.

Sixth, the possible obstacles for gaining the mainstream status for Phenomenological Psychology
seem to be so many and varied. Each of them would need concentrated efforts to explicate its meanings,
in order to inventively find and build the ways to overcome these obstacles. From my perspective based
upon my meager experiences, let me point out the followings: 1) Power struggles within and outside
the academic world are working. Conservative power structures within the academic world tend to
defend themselves by increasing their controlling powers corresponding to the rise of any new powers.
2) The nature of Phenomenology is such as to be perceived as a “threatening unknowable stranger”
by those people living comfortably in the castle of presently familiar advanced sciences and technology.
This perception may partially be an adequate perception, because Phenomenology raises fundamental
problems regarding the nature of modern science and technology. 3) Phenomenological Psychology
tends to be perceived as critical and antagonistic against the mainstream, which again invites the
perception of threats on the part of the mainstream. 4) The prevailing “Zeit Geist” may not be favorable
to Phenomenological Psychology. 5) A pioneer in every part of the world at any period of time will
inevitably be lonely, isolated and alienated, and the majority of people would choose to avoid becoming
one for that reason. They would wait to see as onlookers until the pioneer becomes a hero and then a
leader of the majority. 6) Young novice people coming into the field are naive and honest enough to
be attracted by Phenomenological Psychology, but they would also soon grow clever enough to avoid it
because of the reasons under the unfavorable circumstances they perceive they are situated in. They
would quickly learn that they should better avoid carefully some terms as taboos,--- in the academic
world into which they are wishing to be welcomed, - such terms as Phenomenology, Consciousness, Life-
world, and Husserl and the like. I know some students were once warned that choosing Phenomenological
Psychology will spoil their careers in psychology. I personally recall with nostalgia that, during the years
1955-65 under the hegemony of Neo-behaviorism, even such terms as thinking, cognition, consciousness
were felt as being among such delicate taboos in some academic psychology circles I knew then in
Japan. When I recently read a quotation in Oxford and Cambridge, by Noam Chomsky (2004, 180),
from George Orwell's “Animal Farm”, I immediately recalled vividly and associated with the memory of
my own situation fifty years ago in Japan. A professor favorable to me advised me quietly not to use
some terms and names in the titles of papers, because he foresaw possible dangers of political nature
there. 7) Obviously, children belong to neither the mainstream nor the marginal, and they are naive,
curious, honest, and full of sense of justice, freedom and fairness, so that they do not have reasons either
to feel threatened or to become defensive against the “friendly sympathetic strangers”. Children, both
young and old, are possible allies for Phenomenology and Phenomenological Movements. 8) My plead
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for Phenomenological Psychology to younger generations will be to remain favorably interested, even if
they might avoid to be personally involved and specialized in it and would rather chose otherwise, for
reasons other than purely academic. 9) My advice to the majority of younger generations today has been
and will be “Keep both of the two swords, long and short, because the long and the short may someday
exchange their roles.” Implication is that the long one being the mainstream, whatever it is, and the
short one the minority/marginal, among which Phenomenology/Phenomenological Psychology today is
one. Children today, the next generation, will hopefully succeed to overcome the obstacles naturally to
achieve a majority for Phenomenology someday in the future. The task of creating and establishing the
Phenomenological Psychology of Education will hopefully be actualized also by the future generations.

Necessary preparation for the writing

After being convinced of the significance of the proposed program, the author(s) would naturally
need to identify the Key ideas, concepts and words, insights, the “structures and meanings” that have
been intuited and researched in Phenomenology and that, at the same time, can and may also be
treated in their Picture Books. The key ideas implicitly incorporated and embodied in the stories of our
Picture Book are, just to enumerate: Standpoints, Perspectives, mind (consciousness), Perceiving and
perceived, seeing, seen and unseen, visible and invisible, thinking and thought, believing and believed,
phenomenological reduction, suspension, epoché, free imaginative variation, variables and invariables,
intuition of invariables, implicitation and explicitation, core and fringe, focus and margin, theme and
context, of conscious field, internal and external horizon, lived-world, lived-body, lived-time, lived-space,
lived-value, I, ego, me and others, so on. Ontology “Dasein” and Epistemology “Sosein”, Phenomenological
Realism, ad infinitum.

We noticed that we tend to be forced to be careful about seeking the slim routes of taking balances
between academic Rigorousness/ Seriousness and Joking/Interesting, between Technical vocabulary vs.
popular everyday vocabulary, between Ambiguity and Clarity, between Richness and Simplicity, between
Simplification vs. Over-simplification, between Specialization and Popularization, and so on. We have
carefully considered these matters, for the first attempt, in a very limited intuitive “artistic” manner.

I have organized the content of the Picture Book according to the principle of [#2KH¥zE#4E | : the
logical process of introduction, development, denouement and conclusion.

On the desirable nature of the Picture Books

From my perspective, the Picture Book had better not be a manual book, which, I doubt, might
be self-contradictory for Phenomenology. The idea of “Manuals for Phenomenology” should further be
examined critically as to whether they are desirable, possible, or realizable in an acceptably reasonable
manner. It might be self-contradictory in view of a genuine phenomenology. Here, let me be clear about
this: Phenomenology treated here, in our Picture Book, cannot be other than a version of some small
portions of Phenomenology, obviously never exhaustive and yet hopefully of essential ones.

The two major kinds of the “Picture Book Phenomenology”:

“Picture Book PHENOMENOLOGY" and “PICTURE BOOK Phenomenology”

What should be the nature of the relationship between Phenomenology/ Phenomenological
Psychology as a discipline and the Picture Book ? Kurt Lewin’s Topological Psychology was reportedly
commented upon as leading to what is named critically as a “Picture Book Phenomenology” by Husserl
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(introduced by Tatosian, A. 1998/1979. p.6). It is commented as not a “genuine Phenomenology” that
invites the readers personally to experience a direct access to experiential phenomena, but as a mere
“theoretical representation of phenomena”. The comment suggests that the future “Picture Books on
Phenomenology” would probably be divided into two kinds. The type (A) Picture Books would help
the readers directly experience phenomena at issue phenomenologically in ways otherwise difficult to
attain, and the type (B) Picture Books would show in their diagrammatical pictures the theoretically
established scheme of Phenomenology while not necessarily offering readers the opportunity for directly
and personally experiencing lived experiences at issue. The latter type (B) might certainly be felt as not
truly worthy of the name of a “Picture Book Phenomenology”, knowing the critical comments mentioned
above on KLewin's work by Husserl. However, upon second reflection, both kinds, (A) and (B), will
contribute to the expansion of understanding of Phenomenology among prospective readers in general;
therefore, neither direction of development should be banned too prematurely. Both kinds of possibilities
should be pursued with very explicit clear awareness of the distinctive nature and objectives of either
kind.

This writer would like invite people to challenge writing/drawing non-superficial and genuine
Phenomenology books truly worthy of the name of “Picture Book PHENOMENOLOGY".

The genres of the Picture Books

The genres of the Picture Books will be varied, including for instance, 1) Phenomenologies of
authors, eg. Husserl, Heidegger,":-2) Phenomenologies on lively experiential themes, eg. Experiences,
Perception, such as perception of others, Lived-world, Lived-body, Lived-time, Lived-space, - 3)
Phenomenologies on Everyday lived experiential problems facing Children, eg. Family, Friendship,
Teacher-Students, Nurse-Child relationships, and such experiences as Envy and/or Forgiving:--.4)
Phenomenological insights associated with works of arts, well-known novels and stories, proverbs, poems,
eg. “Rashomon” (the worldly known movie produced by Akira KUROSAWA, the original story written
by Ryunosuke AKUTAGAWA. -+ 5) Phenomenological insights associated with historical anecdotes.
Other genres will have to be explored. The prolificacy of our program will easily be convinced. The vital
question is whether you do or not, and what, why, when and how you do.

The points needing careful considerations while writing:

While writing a “Picture Book PHENOMENOLOGY” of the type (A), the writer needs to use, or
rather live and dwell in, Phenomenology. Writing on Phenomenology using other than Phenomenology
will turn out to be the Picture Book of the type (B), a schematic and theoretical explanation of some lived
experiences that have already been structurally and meaningfully explicated by other phenomenological
studies.

A special warning should be made; “Carefully Avoid Becoming Superficial!”: Picture Books should
be taken by the readers as just an introduction, just a beginning, just a starting point to get informed
about the existence, the nature, the flavor, of Phenomenology and to be shown the prospects of the wider
horizons, to be familiarized with the basic orientations, and so on. The writers should carefully advice
the readers, either implicitly or explicitly, never to regard the Picture Books giving the whole picture of
Phenomenology. The readers should be helped to become familiar with the horizonal structure of learning
experiences. However, at the same time, the author’s implicit ambition will be to offer the opportunity for
the readers to experience and live personally the processes of attaining the essences of phenomenological
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insights. Whether the authors ambition was fulfilled or not will be known only after several tens of years,
when the favorable comments of the reader like Yasunaga's ( % 7k i ) given above will honestly and
candidly be expressed, even though the authors of the Picture Books will have no opportunity to hear
them during their limited life time.

Expected efforts to improve the attempted original edition

We are expecting to start soon working on improving the present version of our Picture Book on
Phenomenology for Children. We will listen to the impressions of the readers, young and old, of the original
test version of the Book, including their comments, both positive and negative, and also their advices for
its improvements. Naturally, your comments here, and also via email letters, are most welcome too.

Some technical advantages of Power Point in preparing the Picture Books

I feel that, with the experiences nearly half a year of preparing the present version of the Book,
I would like to mention the technical advantages and possibilities of the Power Point system. When and
if the Power Point is used, the natural limitation of the page space will favorably force and help the
writer to be succinct, simple and clear, which is a requisite for a Picture Book for Children. The form
conditions the content, just like the form of a Haiku, a Japanese short poem, does so. Power Point enables
the writers, both narrators and artists, to work effectively together while living even at a long distance,
which was exactly the case with us. Power Point would make it possible and easy to obtain immediate
comments simultaneously from many of viewers worldwide, and it would also reduce the possible
miscellaneous burdens on the potential commenters. It also makes it easy to produce test printings, and
naturally, printings for publication, if you wish.

“Phenomenology will help deepening of Democracy among people.”

The artist/drawer in our case, Mr. Naotake NISHIKAWA, had been relatively unfamiliar with
Phenomenology when he was initially asked to cooperate, and when he got involved with this project, he
began to study it, while sketching, drawing and re-drawing the necessary pictures. At one time, he gave
me an excellent casual comment on Phenomenology: “If this is Phenomenology, then it will help deepening
Democracy among people.” 1 was enlightened and agreed with him. I imagined that the Picture Books will
help enlighten people to develop their own Democracy particularly in “developing countries”, as well as
developed ones, still needing further “Deepening of Democracy”. His comment was that Phenomenology
will not be able to avoid political implications, and that the dictators, someone like Hitler and Stalin, for
instance, will hate to see the majority of people knowing, learning and understanding phenomenology.

From Picture Books, further Multi-directional Developments

Further Multi-directional Developments will naturally be expected. Just to enumerate,
developments will be possible into Movies on DVD, Drama, Fiction and Novels etc. of various levels
and kinds. Every modern technological device, including i-phone and i-book, should be included within
the scope of the possible use for the purpose of popularizing, letting experience, and publicizing the
significance of Phenomenology/Phenomenological Psychology. One might recall that Paul Ricoeur chose
three novels, Mrs.Dalloway by Virginia Woolf, Der Zauberberg by Thomas Mann, and 4 la recherché du temps
perdu by Marcel Proust, to illustrate “fictive experience” and “tales about time” (Ricoeur, Paul.1985/1984.
P.101). Picture Books for Children will be related to 1) artistic works depicting “fictive experiences”, 2)
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phenomenological studies on such artistic works, and 3) phenomenological studies on “non-fictive” human
lived-experiences. Our dreams cannot and will not stop proliferating, expanding and deepening.

Possible expected favorable changes to be effected on Phenomenologists as researchers.

Whatever defects, shortcomings and/or failures are to be found in our work this time, the work
itself should hopefully become a stimulus for the Phenomenological Researchers to motivate to make
some new attempts afresh to plan and produce picture books of phenomenology for children, which is
our hope to see in the future not too far. The capacity and power of Phenomenology will be tested on
its various ways to permeate into the minds of children and common people. The picture book is just
one of the ways. In my perception, the proposal of the Montreal Program : “Writing Picture Books
on Phenomenology for Children” has turned out to be harmonious with and partially responding to
the main theme of the Montreal IHSRC: “Renewing the Encounter Between Human Sciences, the Arts, and the

Humanities”.

A final Remark on the Interim Report
My sincere hope is that many international researchers will enjoy writing their own Picture Book
on Phenomenology for Children, in response to this Montreal Program in Phenomenology. Thank you.

P.S. The Stories of the Picture Book presented at the Conference are written by Akihiro YOSHIDA and
the Pictures are drawn by Naotake NISHIKAWA. NISHIKAWA'’s son Kenzo and YOSHIDA'’s daughter
Yuko are happily married in Tokyo.
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PS As a part of our Montreal Program, I would like to propose to make it an agreed-upon custom for the prospective
writers/drawers to include in their own picture books the list of the Picture Books on Phenomenology for Children. This
will develop and grow accumulatively as we continue our efforts to produce and publish, perhaps in multi-languages
and in many countries. I would like to make a venture to publish ours in Japan for the first time.

Postscript for the English Readers

I dream that some of you among the readers of the article above will agree with me upon the
significance of writing and drawing a Picture Book on Phenomenology for Children. 1 also dream that you
yourself will actually venture to write and draw your own Picture Book in the future not too far. Vladimir
Jankelevitch quoted the words of Henri Bergson, “Do not listen to what they say, but do watch what they
are doing.” (Aki's translation of the Japanese translation of the original French: Vladimir Jankelevitch,
Premieres et Dernieres Pages, Editions du Seuil Paris, 1994 : 75V I =)V - Vx L4 v 53, AHIE
AR (R EHRBEDOR—T] ATTHE, 1996F, [ES5DEF) ZEZEL L, EHAfToTwHr I ezl
X ], p87-89), I would like to “watch what you will be doing” with respect to the significance of writing
and/or drawing your own Picture Book on Phenomenology for Children. And I dream that your Picture Book
will open up the new world of Phenomenological Wisdom to many children and adults, including their
parents, grandparents, siblings, teachers and many other people, and also, the future children of the
children, —--possibly even the future phenomenologists, and all the “born phenomenologists”—-in your
country and in the world.

I am happy to have shared that dream with you.
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